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LABOR’S PROGRAM IS BEFORE CON GRESS 


Assembling of Legislators Finds American Federation Prepared to Press [ty 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


The message of President Hoover to Congress, 
delivered on Tuesday last, contained, among others, 
the following recommendations: 

A tax increase, limited to two years. 

Creation of an emergency reconstruction corpor- 
ation to function for two years in ‘extending credit 
to industry, agriculture and finance. 

Legislation to release part of deposits in closed 
banks promptly. 

Additional government advances to federal land 
banks. 

Creation of a system of home loan discount 
banks. 

Broadening of rediscount eligibility provisions 
for the Federal Reserve system. 

Encouragement to railways by fostering con- 
solidations and regulation of competing services. 

Changes in anti-trust laws to assist natural re- 
source industries. 

Interstate regulation of electric power. 

Opposition to general tariff revision and to fur- 
ther veterans’ aid. 

Creation of a public works administration to 
carry on all government construction, except naval 
and military. 

Transfer of part of shipping board administra- 
tive functions to the Department of Commerce, 
under a new assistant secretary for merchant 
marine. 

Tightening of immigration and deportation laws. 


Washington, D. C., Dec. 10 (ILNS).—As Con- 
gress opens organized labor is ready with a pro- 
gram of constructive labor legislation that will be 
vigorously pressed. 

Foremost on labor’s program is anti-injunction 
legislation. A bill drawn up by the executive coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor and ap- 
proved by the recent Vancouver convention will 
be offered and every possible effort made to secure 
its early enactment into law. Prospects of pas- 
sage of anti-injunction legislation are said to be 
brighter than at previous sessions, and it is felt 
that this session will see victory in the long fight 
of labor to curb the injunction abuse. 

Modification Leading Issue 

On the Volstead act modification issue labor has 
been at work for a year mobilizing sentiment in 
a nation-wide force under the banner of Labor’s 
National Committee for Modification of the Vol- 
stead Act. 

It has been the plan to introduce and fight for 
modification legislation with the battle cry, “modi- 
fication this year.” The last week has brought 
forth announcement from leaders in Congress to 
the effect that modification will be brought to a 
vote, insuring action on this paramount issue. 
Labor regards the announcement of Congressional 
leaders to the effect that a vote will be had! as an 
indication of the extent of the sentiment created 
by labor’s campaign. 

Unemployment Looms Big 

Unemployment will be a main issue with labor 
at every step of the way, according to the conven- 
tion instructions and the known position of the 
officials. Every plank in the program now devel- 


oped will bear heavily upon the unemployment 
issue. Labor will not, however, join in the general 
clamor for fantastic measures or for enactment of 
legislation that “sounds good but doesn’t work.” 
It probably will be under the necessity of opposing 
several measures sponsored by non-trade unionists 
and organizations. It can be expected to adhere 
firmly to its principles and program and to seize 
every opportunity to use legislative methods where 
they conform to those principles and that program. 


Another important bill on labor’s program pro- 
vides for federal control of the bituminous coal 
industry. A bill sponsored by Senator Watson of 
Indiana is favored by the United Mine Workers 
of America and determined efforts will be made 
by the representatives of organized labor to secure 
its passage. 


Further Immigration Curb 

Immigration also occupies a prominent place in 
labor’s program, the American Federation of 
Labor feeling that there is no more important 
question than the protection of wage earners of the 
United States from excess immigration. It is the 
purpose of the A. F. of L. to continue a most vig- 
orous campaign to bring about as great restriction 
of immigration as, possible. 

Labor is watching the working of the prevailing 
wage law closely and is prepared to offer amend- 
ments to the law correcting any faults that may 
develop. It is planned to work for extension of 
the law to road construction aided by federal 
money. Labor believes that it is most important 
that the law cover road work. It is also possible 
that labor will ask addition of a penalty clause to 
the bill. 

Seamen’s Bill to Be Pressed 

A bill to prevent the smuggling of immigrants 
as seamen into the United States, which was de- 
feated at the last session owing to the influence 
exerted on the House by shipowners, will again 
be pressed for passage. Labor feels that this is 
a most necessary piece of legislation. 


Other proposed legislation to be supported by 
labor includes a bill to make the federal employ- 
ment service of further help to the unemployed, 
a bill to place an embargo on importation of oil 
and restoration of the maternity and infancy act. 


Bills to Be Opposed 

Several legislative proposals expected to come 
before Congress will be vigorously fought. At this 
writing, chief of these seems to be sales tax pro- 
posals and attacks on the pay scalés of federal 
employees. Labor is committed to opposition to 
a sales tax and of course will strongly resist any 
attempts to reduce federal employees’ wages. Bills 
to unite the various border patrols, which were 
introduced in the last Congress, will be opposed. 

In the field of state legislation the American 
Federation of Labor will give all possible assist- 
ance to state labor bodies fighting for improve- 
ments to workmen’s compensation laws, outlaw- 
ing of the “yellow dog” contract, old age security, 
ratification of the child labor amendment and 
minimization of the competition of prison labor 
with free labor. 
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Organized labor paid 


THER” JONES 
mage at the shrine of 
the famous radical leadeg® “Mother” Mary Jones, 
at Mount Olive, Iil., on December 6. 

The commemorative exercises were in charge of 
two locals of the United Mine Werkers of Amer- 
ica, the union that idolizedher during her turbu- 
lent life. The principal spegker vas Frank Bender, 
Taylorville, former president ®af the Ohio Mine 
Workers. “Mother” Jones died at the age of 100 
years, a year ago last November 30, near Silver 
Springs, Md. 

Shortly before her death she gave her last $1000 
to the Illinois miners to aid in reorganization after 
internal strife split the union. She also madg peace 
with her former foe of the Colorado coal conflict, 
John D. Rockefeller Jr. 

—_—_—__ &_—_—__—_ 
UNIONIZATION BRINGS GENERAL GAIN 


As an example of unionization bringing good 
results it is reported that the recent settlement of 
the controversy between the culinary unions and 
the management of the Koffee Kup, 5424 Geary 
street, is working out satisfactorily to all con- 
cerned. The employees have received a welcome 
increase in wages and the assurance of stabilized 
working conditions, and the people of the Rich- 
mond district, including the members and friends 
of union labor, are showing their appreciation of 
the change by bestowing their good will and pat- 
ronage on this up-to-date place of refreshment 
and entertainment. 

————-oe______ 


NO DECISION IN MOONEY CASE 

Governor Rolph has announced that no definite 
time can be set for a decision relative to the appli- 
cation of Tom Mooney for pardon. 

In a letter to his mother on his forty-ninth birth- 
day, Mooney again intimates that he will not ac- 
cept a parole. He declares he will “never counte- 
nance a compromise of principles of honor” to 
attain his freedom. 


CONDITION OF SLAVERY 


Labor conditions described as “slavery in its 
most hideous form,” and “conditions worse than 
the forced indentured labor of Russia,” prevail in 
the Mississippi river levee project, the American 
Federation of Labor was informed this week from 
Gulfport, Miss. 

Two representatives of the Federation filed their 
report after a survey of the Vicksburg area and 
urged William Green, president, to ask a congres- 
sional inquiry. 

Thomas E. Carroll, Washington, D. C., and 
Hold Ross, New Orleans, the investigators, noted 
that gross brutality, including floggings and beat- 
ings with pistol butts, prevail in maintaining disci- 
pline; that negro laborers are flogged with plow 
lines and other implements for infractions of 
camp rules; that men are forced to work from 
twelve to eighteen hours a day, in many cases 
without pay for overtime after twelve hours; that 
pay rates ranged from 75 cents a day for common 
labor to $2 for skilled. 


GOVERNOR PHIL SPEAKS 


Standing where his father stood thirty years ago 
—but not in any sense resting upon his father’s 
laurels—Governor Phil La Follette in his message 
to the special session of the Wisconsin legislature 
—called for the express purpose of dealing with 
unemployment—delivered a ringing challenge to 
monopoly, and sounded a trumpet call to Wis- 
consin to take the lead in the fight for economic 
liberty, says a special dispatch to “Labor” from 
Madison. 

“A very profound student of life once said that 
any man who enters public service must elect as 
to whether he is for or against things as they are,” 
said Governor La Follette. 

No Doubt Where “Phil” Stands 

“I intend that there should be no doubt as to 
where | stand. So far:as I am concerned, in or 
out of public life, alone or with others, I am in 
this fight until the control of the monopoly system 
over the lives of the people of this country is 
broken, and the American ideal and tradition of 
political, religious and economic liberty is re- 
established.” ’ 

Though coming near the end of the document, 
that statement is the keynote as well as the sum- 
mary of one of the most remarkable messages ever 
laid before a state legislature; a message that, with 
all its crusading vigor, is sane, sensible and packed 
full of practical, statesmanlike suggestions. 

Governor La Follette makes some blistering 
comments on wage cutting. He shows that labor 
and agriculture have already taken a 20 per cent 
cut or more in incomes since 1929, while capital 
has raised its own wages, even in the second year 
of the depression. 

Capital’s “Wage” Boosted 

“Our industrial machine paid $720,000,000 more 
in interest and dividends in the first nine months 
of 1931 than it paid in the first nine months of 
1929,” he said. “The American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company made $5,000,000 more in the first 
nine months of this year than the highest total it 
ever made in the same time before. 

“The U. S. Steel Corporation, which led in 
wage cutting, had $117,000,000 cash on hand and 
$471,000,000 of undivided surplus. 

“Why have we had no proposal to deflate this 
enormous surplus, and the charges levied on the 
people by the telephone monopoly?” 

After calling attention to the fact that business, 
as a whole, had failed to put its house in order 
and therefore that the collective powers of the peo- 
ple, exercised through their governments, must be 
called in, Governor La Follette said: 

“We have at least 130,000 people in Wisconsin 
who are completely out of work; 50,000 more who 
have only partial employment; and at least 100,000 
farmers in Wisconsin are in financial distress. 

Unfair Wealth Distribution 

“We find the farmer with more products than 
he can sell. We find the factories shut down be- 
cause they cannot sell what they make. 

“But on closer examination we find literally 
millions of men and women in American cities 
actually hungry for the products which the farmer 
can not sell; we find millions of farm homes 
without any of the conveniences or comforts pro- 
duced by our factories.” 

Governor La Follette traces this condition 
straight back to the unfair distribution of wealth. 
He quotes the figures which “Labor” was the first 
publication to cite, showing that 504 men in 1929 
had a total net income sufficient to buy at farm 
prices all the wheat and cotton grown in the coun- 
try in 1930. 

“The rich, being unable to spend the income 
which they have been receiving, have been using 
their unexpendable income to buy more property, 
which, in turn, like a rolling snowball, increases 
their already unexpendable income. 
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“This has brought a situation where three great 
holding companies control our electricity; where 
One corporation owns more than half the coun- 
try’s iron resources; where 1 per cent of the 
banks control 99 per cent of the nation’s banking 
resources. 

Monopolies Ride People 

“The monopoly system receives such a tremen- 
dous proportion of the medium of exchange that 
the rest of us can not do business with each other.” 

Governor La Follette insists that since the na- 
tional government is the only agency that can tap 
all the resources of the country, it should take part 
in relieving distress, and that failure to do so is 
bitterly unjust. But he lays out a program for 
Wisconsin to help herself. 

The different governing bodies of Wisconsin— 
including cities and counties—will need, he says, 
about $12,000,000 more for relief purposes in 1932 
than they had for 1931. La Follette proposes that 
the state shall contribute half of this sum. 

He urges $5,000,000 for a reforestation program, 
which will employ the young, unmarried men of 
the state, who are left out of account in most pro- 
grams. 


He has nothing to say about bonds. He urges 


an emergency surtax, for one year only, on the 


incomes of individuals and corporations in 1931. 
This surtax starts at 1 per cent on the first $1000 
above exemptions, and rises to 30 per cent on 
incomes above $100,000. With this and a chain 
store tax, Wisconsin can pay as it goes, in the 
opinion of the governor. 

He urges a careful, detailed plan to check the 
evils of chain banking, and enable Wisconsin to 
control its own banking resources. 

At each step, Governor La Follette not merely 
lays down principles but provides information and 
suggests ways and means. 
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NATURALIZATION FOR VETERANS 

Efforts will be made at this session of Congress 
by the American Legion to have the statute relat- 
ing to the naturalization of alien veterans of the 
world war extended for another two years, accord- 
ing to an announcement made by Van Hogan, 
state commander of the organization. Under this 
legislation, which was in effect until March 4, 
1931, aliens who served with the American forces 
could secure citizenship papers in 
ninety days. 

“A state act passed by the 1931 legislature pro- 
hibits the employment of aliens by contractors and 
subcontractors on all public works, said Van 
Hogan. “This act was generally regarded favor- 
ably at the time of its enactment, but very shortly 
after its operative date it became apparent that its 
effect was to deprive a great number of bona fide 
ex-service men of means of livelihood. The legis- 
lature could not have intended to exclude from 
public employment this class of men. 

“In the event that Congress fails to grant the 
extension the Legion will go to the next session 
of the California legislature and ask that the state 
act be amended so that alien world war veterans 
will be excepted. The present condition of em- 
ployment makes the hardship resulting from the 
act very acute.” 
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SS 
PROGRESS IN PHOTOGRAPHY 

Film for home movie cameras, so “fast” that it 
can take indoor motion pictures at night with as 
little as two 100-watt bulbs for illumination, has 
recently been perfected. Sporting events in arti- 
ficially lighted buildings, street scenes at night and 
even “close-ups” of a face illuminated by a single 
match, have been successfully taken in tests of 
the new film; but the increased possibilities for 
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WORKINGMEN EXPLOITED 


William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, has issued the following initial 
statement regarding the shocking conditions suf- 
fered by employees engaged in flood control work 
on the lower Mississippi River: 

“The report of an investigation of labor, eco- 
nomic and living conditions made by representa- 
tives of the American Federation of Labor in 
connection with the flood control project upon the 
lower Mississippi River reveals a most amazing 
and shocking state of affairs. Evidently expolita- 
tion of defenseless workers has been practiced 
in a most vicious and reprehensible way. One can 
scarcely comprehend that working people in any 
section of the United States could be oppressed 
and exploited in such a shocking way as revealed 
by the report. 


“Evidently employees of these contracting com- 
panies engaged in doing government work were 
paid wages far below a subsistence level. The 
amount given them was as low as $1.25 for a 
twelve-hour work day. Added to this was the fact 
that they were compelled to spend these small 
earnings in government commissaries, where they 
paid for goods at high prices and where they 
found their incomes totally inadequate to buy even 
the bare necessities of life. 


“The inhuman treatment accorded many workers 
is revealed in the fact that when they were injured 
and thus became incapacitated they were neglected 
and treated in a most shameful way. The report 
contains the names of many individuals who were 
the victims of brutal and inhuman treatment. De- 
tailed information regarding low wages paid is in- 
cluded in the report. Because of names, dates and 
the low wages paid it will be quite easy to make 
an investigation of each case. 

“The American Federation of Labor is submit- 
ting a copy of this report to the proper officers 
of the government with an urgent official request 
that a proper investigation be made, that those 
who are guilty of perpetrating the wrongs stated 
in the report be adequately punished and that 
steps be taken immediately to relieve the in- 
tolerable conditions which are set forth in the 
report in a detailed way.” 
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JUDGE FINDS A LOOPHOLE 


Under a Superior Court decision regarded by 
labor officials and counsel as extremely dangerous 
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LONGSHOREMEN’S WAGES CUT 

Announcement was made on Wednesday last 
that a joint agreement had been arrived at be- 
tween the Waterfront Employers’ Union and the 
San Francisco Longshoremen’s Union by which 
a wage cut of 5 cents an hour went into effect on 
the water front on December 10. Approximately 
4500 longshoremen are said to be affected. Ac- 
cording to a representative of the Matson Navi- 
gation Company, who was chairman of the con- 
ference, reduced revenues necessitated the wage 
cut. 


The new scale is 85 cents an hour for straight 
time and $1.25 for overtime. The scale fixed in 
the five-year agreement signed in 1929 was 90 
cents for straight time and $1.35 for overtime. It 
also provided an allowance for time used in travel- 
ing to Oakland and Alameda. This was elimi- 
nated in the new contract. 


The San Francisco Longshoremen’s Union is 
not affiliated with the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil nor with the American Federation of Labor. 

SS SS eee 
LOOKING FOR HORGAN HEIRS 

The Washington, D. C., police, says an Associ- 
ated Press dispatch, are hunting for San Francisco 
relatives of Emmett Horgan, 70, a bricklayer, who 
fell dead in a restaurant there recently, leaving 
$1800 cash in his pockets and $25,000 in securities 
and savings in bank. Horgan was a member of 
the Bricklayers’ Union in San Francisco from 1904 
to 1912, according to J. A. Mazza, secretary of the 
union. “I used to work with Emmett Horgan,” 
Mazza said. “I never heard him mention having 
been married, but he did have a married sister 
living somewhere’ around the bay.” 


SURVEY OF BUSINESS 


About 6,200,000 workers are without jobs in the 
United States, according to the estimates of the 
American Federation of Labor published in its 
monthly survey of business, dated November 18. 
The survey declared that the major problem con- 
fronting business is the adjustment of working 
hours so as to provide employment for the job- 
less. 


“Although unemployment has been increased by 
business depression,” the Federation survey said, 
“the major problem left by the past decade has 
been to adjust work hours to the actual work time 
needed in our industries. 


“Improved methods have reduced the time 
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necessary to do the nation’s work, but work hours 
were not reduced correspondingly,” it added, and 
went on: 


to labor as offering an opening for a host of “con- 
spiracy” cases, Alfred Hoffman is expected to 


begin serving the prison sentence imposed upon 
him, says an I. L. N. S. dispatch from Philadel- 
phia. 

Hoffman, organizer for the American Federa- 
tion of Full Fashioned Hosiery Workers, was con- 
victed on a charge of conspiracy growing out of 
a strike at the Mammoth Hosiery Mills in Strouds- 
burg. It was the charge that he conspired with 
others to assault certain Mammoth employees. 
Indicted on five counts he was convicted on three 
and sentenced to jail for two years. 


Organized labor in Pennsylvania is solidly be- 
hind Hoffman. The State Federation of Labor has 
planned a campaign for a pardon, in co-operation 
with the Hosiery Workers. The miners’ organi- 
zations in the state also have planned to join in 
the effort in Hoffman’s behalf. 


The Superior Court had before it sixty assign- 
ments of error in the appeal from the Monroe 
County Court of Quarter Sessions. These the 
appellate court dealt with under six headings, 
denying all. It is the view of labor that the 
Superior Court decision has turned the state’s 
Conspiracy statute “upside down,” endangering 
tights that were thought to have been properly 
safeguarded. 


“Wage-earners’ yearly income is now $11,000,- 
000,000, according to government figures, below 
the 1929 level. This does not include losses of 
salaried workers. The total income of factory 
workers is now 37 per cent below 1929, of rail- 
road workers 25 per cent below, and the income 
of all wage earners, we estimate, has declined 32 
per cent below 1929. 

“This loss is a major factor in business develop- 
ment. No other single item in the record of busi- 
ness losses has had anything like the economic 
effect of this $11,000,000,000 decline in wage pay- 
ments. 

“Cost of living has declined only 12 per cent; 
workers’ actual purchasing power, therefore, is 
23 per cent below 1929. Allowing for the change 
in price, the wage earners’ loss is $9,700,000,000 
in 1929 dollars.” 

Declaring that “a month ago business was on 
the verge of panic,” the Federation said that senti- 
ment had been greatly improved. It credited this 
change to President Hoover’s bank credit pool, 
his proposal for liquidating “frozen real estate in- 
vestments,” price upturns, the visit of Premier 
Laval to the United States and the plan for freight 
rate increases. 
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GOVERNMENT TOLERATES PEONAGE 


The deplorable conditions existing on the gov- 
ernment projects on the lower Mississippi River, 
as revealed by investigators for the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, called forth the following edi- 
torial comment from the St. Louis “Star” of De- 
cember 2: 

“It is no new discovery that peonage exists in 
the United States. Time and again its presence 
has been disclosed and exposed. Convict leasing 
systems habitually degenerate into schemes for 
the exploitation of low grade labor. Indebtedness 
to landlords is used to keep negroes on rented 
land. Even the bituminous coal fields present a 
peonage aspect, for the miners, though legally free 
to move, are economically unable to do so and 
must suffer what they find at home. 

“But the peonage uncovered at Gulfport, Mis- 
sissippi, is particularly obnoxious because it is 
alleged to occur on work contracted for by the 
government of the United States. ‘Slavery in its 
most hideous form’ is charged, and almost ad- 
mitted by the contractors, on government jobs that 
are being cited by President Hoover’s Relief Com- 
mittee as part of what the national administra- 
tien is doing to relieve unemployment. 

“Investigators report that common labor on these 
levee jobs is being paid 75 cents for a day lasting 
from 12 to 18 hours, with $4.50 a week deducted 
for commissary supplies, and $1.50 for other 
charges. If true, that means the company is de- 
ducting more than it pays. The contractor says 
he does not know whether this is true or not, but 
admits that sub-contractors are paying $1 a day 
because labor is over-abundant and common labor 
‘unsteady and inefficient.’ It does not improve the 
steadiness and efficiency of labor to knock men 
down with pistol butts and flog them with plow 
lines, as the investigators charge. 


“The theory of the federal government seems to 
be that it can let a contract to the lowest bidder 
and then stand aside and ignore what follows. In 
a period of unemployment, when hungry men are 
competing for jobs, there is no limit to the oppres- 
sion that this produces. Competition without safe- 
guards means that the slave driver gets the job. 
That has been guarded against by many state gov- 
ernments. Why not by the national government? 

“The American Federation of Labor wants a 
congressional investigation of this charge of brutal 
peonage on government work. It should not stand 
alone in that request. This is not a labor issue, 
but one of humanity. A government investigation 
should not even await the sanction of Congress. 
Surely President Hoover has enough interest in the 
victims of injustice to take action on his own 
initiative. If he does not feel impelled to act on 
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that account, he might consider what it will mean 
to him in next year’s campaign to have political 
orators cite conditions of slavery prevailing on 
relief work for which the President claims credit.” 
Se 


BOYCOTT IS LAUNCHED 


‘Because of the fact that the Southern Pacific 
has allowed its opposition to the construction of 
the Golden Gate bridge to allow its officials and 
subsidiaries to engage in obstructionist litigation 
which has caused the taxpayers large sums of 
money there has been launched against that im- 
mense corporation a determined boycott by the 
citizens of Marin County, aided and abetted by 
business interests of the bay district. If carried 
out according to present plans it should cause great 
loss to the railroad and may even be expected to 
offset the benefits expected to accrue to the road 
because of the delay in construction of the bridge 
which will make obsolete the profitable ferry boats 
owned and controlled by it. It is said that every 
day the building of the bridge is deferred means a 
profit of $5000 to the railroad and its subsidiaries. 

Under the circumstances the boycott will receive 
the hearty co-operation of the citizens. In spite of 
the fact that the application of this coercive meas- 
ure has been frequently condemned by some of the 
very people who now encourage it, the Labor 
Clarion may be pardoned for pointing out that 
now that the shoe is on the other foot it is a per- 
fectly legitimate and persuasive method of con- 
vincing the “soulless corporation” of its error. 
Possibly hereafter the business interests may be 
more tolerant of the trade union which seeks to 
use this weapon in a righteous cause and is met 
by condemnation of the press, the forum and the 
courts. 

Success to the boycott! 

a 
CRITICISM SHOULD BE HELPFUL 


Elsewhere is printed a letter from Arthur S. 
Howe, a former valiant worker and official of 
Typographical Union No. 21. His indignation is 
aroused by a recent proclamation issued by Gov- 
ernor Rolph respecting the caring for itinerant 
workers who are flocking to California in great 
numbers, and he offers a mild rebuke to the Labor 
Clarion for failure to voice criticism and opposi- 
tion to the “inhuman” proclamation. 

Unfortunately in these distressing times it falls 
to the lot of a labor paper to chronicle many 
happenings of which it disapproves and which it 
would be justified in criticising. Were it to take 
up each one of these it might acquire the reputa- 
tion of a common scold. But condemnation and 
criticism imply that the critic has a remedy to 
offer for the conditions he condemns. And frankly 
the Labor Clarion is as much at sea in suggesting 
a humane way of handling the destitute itinerants 
as was the recent governor’s conference. It will 
be freely admitted that the plan adopted savors 
very much of peonage and involuntary servitude. 
But if it be true that 1200 destitute men are arriv- 
ing in California daily a problem is presented 
which challenges humane solution. 

The Labor Clarion has consistently held that 
unemployment relief is a federal problem, and the 
deplorable conditions revealed at the recent con- 
ference confirm that view. 

Je ee 

Senator Couzens of Michigan has proposed that 
a joint Congressional committee look into every 
phase of the “emergency” affecting the railroads 
and their employees. The chairman of the Inter- 
state Commerce Committee, which passes on prac- 
tically all measures affecting the carriers, said he 
would introduce a resolution calling for the inquiry. 
Couzens said: “There is a movement now in prog- 
ress to reduce the wages of all railway employees, 
although it appears that approximately five hun- 
dred thousand railway employees are now unem- 
ployed and many thousands of others have only 
part-time employment.” 
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IMPORTANT COMPENSATION RULING 


In a five to four decision the Supreme Court of 
Washington reversed a decision of a lower court 
denying compensation to a worker who was in- 
jured in an automobile accident while going from 
one place to another pursuant to his employer's 
orders, says an Olympia dispatch. The majority 
opinion claimed the fact that the employe was 
not paid wages. but merely transportation expenses 
while en route was immaterial, and held that com. 
pensation was payable because the employee was 
performing his duty to the employer when injured 
and was within the scope of his employment. 

SSS 

The expected tax increase bill drawn up by 
Secretary Mellon with the approval of the Presi- 
dent was received in the House of Representatives 
Wednesday, and almost before its contents had 
been digested a howl went up from widely di- 
vergent quarters. Like all tax bills, it satisfies 
nobody, and nobody expected to be satisfied. As 
predicted, the suggestions of many forward-look- 
ing legislators that the deficit be made up by 
taxes on incomes in the higher brackets has been 
ignored. The bill provides for a general increase 
all along the line, and it is expected to be aug- 
mented by a sales tax that will further penalize 
the general public instead of placing higher taxes 
on incomes of those who have received the benefit 
of the “prosperity” years. As the bill must be 
first acted upon by the Democratic House, there 
are stormy times ahead, and the statement is 
freely made that it is already doomed. 


It is a strange commentary on the trend of juris- 
prudence in this country that the common-sense 
ruling of an Eastern judge conceding the right of 
American citizens to engage in a strike should be 
matter of press comment. It has become the 
custom of some courts to so strain the laws and 
constitution as to almost outlaw a union which 
attempts to carry out its proper functions. The 
old interpretation that an association of men may 
legally do what is lawful for an individual may 
again be established. 

Critics of President Hoover are discovering the 
inconsistency of his advocacy of local relief for 
unemployment and fear of raids on the federal 
treasury and his plan for federal assistance for 
home builders. “It is very confusing,” says the 
Baltimore “Sun,” “to have the nation’s leading 
rhetorical champion of ‘rugged individualism,’ and 
a practical champion so far as unemployment relief 
is concerned, whooping it up for a federally fos- 
tered and financed system of ‘home-loan’ discount 
banks.” 

———— 

“Our people are providing against distress from 
unemployment in true American fashion by a 
magnificent response to public appeal and by action 
of the local governments,” says President Hoover. 
Which means, it is presumed, that so long as 
local governments pay “doles” to the unemployed 
from local taxes and local contributions, thus 
relieving the federal government from paying such 
“doles” by means of increased income taxes, we 
are living up to the American tradition. 


The San Francisco “Chronicle,” under the di- 
rection of W. H. B. Fowler, assistant publisher, 
is sponsoring a most worthy Christmas charity 
whose purpose is to see that “no child in San 
Francisco shall suffer from cold and exposure 
because of the unemployment of the natural bread- 
winner.” Funds are solicited to buy shoes and 
sweaters for such children. 

—————--@—. 

“No greater patriotic service can be rendered by 
American workers in this time of crisis than a 
firm insistence on high wage scales. They make 
for health, education, good citizenship,” 


says 
“Labor.” 
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COMMENT ON THE NEWS 


During the demonstration of the communists 
at Washington at the opening of Congress on Mon- 
day last a committee of six entered the headquar- 
ters of the American Federation of Labor and 
were met by President Green. They filed out 
quietly after Green had denounced them as repre- 
sentatives of communism. “The leaders who in- 
spired the march on the capital are not interested 
in helping the working people or solving their 
economic problems,” said Green. “They want to 
overthrow the government and substitute the soviet 
regime.” A leader of the paraders had threatened 
that if the committee did not return from the Fed- 
eration building within five minutes the demon- 
strators would be turned loose on the structure. 

* * * 

Modification of the Sherman anti-trust law so as 
to lessen federal control of private business and 
the complete removal of federal governmental 
competition from the field of individual effort were 
urged by Silas H. Strawn, Washington, D. C., 
president of the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce, in an address before the Seattle Chamber 
of Commerce this week. Is it not strange how 
these representatives of the business interests of 
the country can so easily about face on this ques- 
tion of “government interference” in private busi- 
ness? When an increase in tariffs is desired, or 
when bonuses are wanted from the government 
for shipping concerns, or when the railroads want 
mail subsidies or rate increases there is no men- 
tion of official meddling. 

: * * * & 

Virtually unrestricted permission to the coun- 
try’s railroads to increase freight rates by more 
than $100,000,000 has been given by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. The extra charges are 
to remain in effect not longer than March 31, 1933. 
With this hundred millions and a further three 
hundred millions to be withheld from the pay 
envelopes of employees, the common carriers may 
be able to pay their regular dividends to stock- 
holders and interest to bondholders and continue 
the agitation against “government interference in 
business.” aN i i 

It will be noticed that, unlike the arbitrary steel 
trust, which announced a wage cut and immedi- 
ately put it into effect, the reductions announced 
by the railroads are contingent upon certain for- 
malities involving hearings as to the necessity 
for such action. That is, so far as the organized 
workers are concerned. The unorganized workers 
are merely helpless onlookers. Wonderful ma- 
terial for use in the organization of wage earners 
is contained in the news these days. 

* * * * 

There is a wide discrepancy between conditions 
as found in the Kentucky coal regions by Theodore 
Dreiser and what Sheriff Blair of Harlan County 
told the investigating committee. Leaders of the 
National Miners’ Union, alleged to be a branch of 
the Communist party, were responsible for stirring 
up trouble, he said. “There’s not any strike here 
that I know of,” the sheriff said. “The people in 
this county are getting along very well, and all 


are working except a very few.” 
x ok kk 


The differences of opinion in labor circles on 
the subject of unemployment insurance should 
result eventually in evolving something which will 
safeguard the worker against want and destitution 
in times of distress. A recent contribution to the 
discussion is furnished by the industrial commis- 
Sioner for the state of New York, Miss Frances 
Perkins, who would put the entire charge of the 
insurance upon industry. 

* * * * 

Postmaster General Brown has suggested a 3- 
cent rate on non-local mail as a means of meeting 
the $146,066,189 deficit in his department. 
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CHERRY TREE 


Another page thas been torn from the calendar. 
December is here. In this month comes Christmas. 
Everybody expects there will be more business 
this month. 

Christmas goods are on display ahead of time. 
Battered and tired old Santa Clauses| are on parade 
everywhere, the last straw in demeaning and cheap- 
ening the greatest day of Christendom. 

There is great hullabaloo about this business of 
Christmas spending. The peculiar thing about it 
is that this year the stimulation of Christmas 
spending is a good thing. It will help, however 
maudlin it may seem to thus commercialize De- 
cember twenty-fifth. 

Human society has always been filled with an- 
achronistic situations. So it has been; so it is; so 
it shall be, at least for this year. 

* * * 


It is almost a certainty that the volume of 
money poured into retail channels this December 
will fall below the average, but it will rise above 
the average of recently passed months. That is to 
the good. Money thus spent will do more than 
buy more goods for the merchants. It will flow 
into a great many channels, much of it for wages. 

Let no person discourage from spending those 
who can spend. It is an almost patriotic business 
because it is potent for good. It gets money from 
where it is to some other place, at least, and in the 
passing from one to another some are bound to 
benefit—some who are in need of work will get 
work and sustenance. 

Crazy business? Maybe so, but for the present 
it’s a sort of beneficial insanity. Cheer along the 
Christmas spirit. Ring out, wild bells, and if 
there’s anybody who doesn’t like wild bells, what 
of it? = ee 

There are probably at least one hundred million 
people in the United States who haven’t yet read 


Five 


“Wealth and Wages,” that splendid ‘book - written 
by Roy Dickinson, that energetic war major and 
friend of Samuel Gompers. 

A book full of facts, a book full of vigor and 
fighting material—a book full of bombs for dead 
and ossified heads. 

You haven’t time for books? You are too tired? 
You don’t like heavy books? 

Man, this is no heavy book! It zipps along like 
a zipper fastener—it’ll button facts inside of your 
head, for you to use. 

This is repetition, but repetition is good for a 
lot of things. 

Hie you to yon book seller and do yourself a 
good turn by tucking this little volume under your 
arm for a fireside revel with truth. 

* * * 

Bad times have a way of developing snappy 
news. What merrier than the “I’ll raise you” tilt 
between Governor Pinchot and Senator Davis? 

The ex-forester and the ex-iron puddler had at 
each other with million dollar socks. Few can 
toss bags of money around that way. 

Then there was the exposure of the fact that 
Standard Oil Company of New York had paid a 
“big shot” strikebreaker $300,000 for the exercise 
of his profession. What a monstrous thing! 

But give a cheer for the Danville, Va., Salvation 
Army ensign who took back to the church ladies 
the box of chicken bones they had sent him for 
the unemployed, telling them, “The bones we 
throw to the dogs at least have meat on them.” 

There was a man worth knowing, one would 
judge. 

———_@q___ 
LABOR’S REPRESENTATIVES 


Daniel P. Haggerty, president of the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council, and James Gallagher, presi- 
dent of the San Francisco Building Trades Coun- 
cil, were unanimously elected as representatives 
of organized labor on the board of directors of 
the Community Chest at a meeting of that or- 
ganization recently. 
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RAILROAD SITUATION 


The conference in New York City between the 
chief executives of the twenty-one standard rail- 
road labor organizations and nine railroad presi- 
dents, representing eighty of the country’s prin- 
cipal systems, adjourned without reaching an 
agreement. 

The labor leaders announced that a meeting of 
all the general chairmen of all the organizations 
would be held in Chicago beginning December 8. 
Approximately 1500 are expected to attend. 


Everything in connection with the negotiations 
with the railroad presidents will be laid before 
this gathering, and these representatives of the 
workers, gathered from every section of the coun- 
try, will be asked to record their judgment as to 
the steps necessary to safeguard the interests of 
railroad workers. 

The carriers’ plans for the future have not been 
revealed. Apparently, they are disposed to await 
the results of the meeting of the general chairmen. 

If the railroads desire to persist in their wage- 
cutting campaign, the railway labor act indicates 
how they must proceed. If they attempt to flaunt 
the law, as has been suggested in some quarters, 
the twenty-one organizations will take such steps 
as a particular situation may warrant. 


Southern Pacific Announces Wage Cut 


Employees of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
were notified early in the week that a 10 per cent 
cut in wages would be effective January 1. The 
reduction order was anything but a complete sur- 
prise to the Southern Pacific personnel. Some- 
thing in the nature of a cut had been anticipated 
ever since President Paul Shoup was called East 
late in September. 

The inevitability with which the order was ac- 
cepted was largely based on knowledge that the 
Great Northern, North Pacific, Burlington, West- 
ern Pacific, Dollar Steamship Lines and other 
transportation companies had cut salaries and 
wages of unorganized employees earlier in the 
year, some of the reductions being as high as 20 
per cent. 

At the same time the unorganized employees 
awaited with keen interest news from Chicago, 
where the railway brotherhoods are threshing out 
the question, and are expected to decide if they 
will voluntarily agree to a similar pay cut. Refusal 
of the organized employees to acquiesce would 
precipitate a complex and trying situation, not 
alone among operating but also among office 
forces, for thousands of office workers belong to 
the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks, which is a 
party to the Chicago conference with rail execu- 
tives. 

Various estimates were made at Southern Pa- 
cific offices as to the actual number of unorganized 
employees affected by the wage reduction order. 


eo -——_—_ 
APPRECIATION EXPRESSED 
Editor Labor Clarion: 

The board of directors and campaign committee 
of the Community Chest join me in extending our 
warm thanks to you for the generous space you 
donated to the Community Chest in its campaign 
which has just ended. 

The featuring of publicity this year was one of 
the things that helped the Chest attain its goal. 

Be assured of our very real appreciation of your 
great helpfulness. 

Very sincerely, 

VIRGINIA A. CLAYBURGH, 


Chairman Campaign Publicity. 
LOUISE S. ACKERMAN, 
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THIS HAS BEEN HINTED BEFORE 


It is coming to be believed by many observers 
that the federal building projects have been de- 
liberately held up in order that a large number 
of them may be in operation next year, and thus 
provide employment for a greater number of work- 
ers in election year. The claim by the President 
that there are now 50,000 employed on federal 
building work and his prediction that this number 
will be greatly increased seems to give credence 
to the thought that work has been cruelly withheld 
merely for the sake of helping the national admin- 
istration to retain its hold through another elec- 
tion.—“ Northwest Laborer.” 


o——__—_—__ 
APPEAL CASES DROPPED 


The Imperial Valley Criminal Syndicalism cases 
in California, in which the longest sentences ever 
imposed in this country in similar cases were pro- 
nounced, have been concluded by the fixing of 
definite sentences by the state pardon board and 
by the dropping of the appeal to the United States 
Supreme Court, it has just been announced. 


No appeal could have been taken on constitu- 
tional points, for the Supreme Court has already 
held the California Criminal Syndicalism law 
constitutional. 


MANCHURIAN SITUATION 


The Manchurian situation was discussed Wed- 
nesday last before the Sons of the American 
Revolution by V. S. McClatchy of the California 
Joint Immigration Committee. Attention was 
called to Japan’s claim that a permanent foothold 
on the Asiatic continent is necessary for her eco- 
nomic and national life and to the determination 
with which she has taken advantage of every op- 
portunity to strengthen and increase that foot- 
hold, regardless of considerations which to her 
seemed minor. He compared her policy in that 
matter with her policy in striving for another fixed 
goal, international recognition of “racial equality,” 
the same rights for her nationals in immigration 
and citizenship as are conceded to nationals of 
favored nations, Immigration, Japan holds, should 
not be controlled in any particular case by na- 
tional interest, but fixed by international decision, 
with recognition of the principle that a country 
with sparsely occupied sections and undeveloped 
resources should admit immigration from a country 
already overcrowded and with a large annual in- 
crease of population. At Versailles in 1919 Japan 
forced the issue of racial equality to a vote. She 
had counted on the backing of Great Britain, her 
ally, but that backing was withheld on the threat 
from the four Dominions that they would with- 
draw from the British Empire if Japan’s demand 
were recognized. Nevertheless, Japan secured for 
“racial equality” eleven of the seventeen votes, 
the six opposing including Great Britain and her 
four Dominions. 

The speaker said that the present demand for 
immigration quota for Japan was considered by 
her as a step only in the direction of her fixed 
goal, “racial equality,” and that if we abandon by 
such grant of quota the principle of excluding 
those who are ineligible for American citizenship 
we will have no logical ground for refusing the 
ultimate demand for admission of as many immi- 
grants from Japan as are admitted from any other 
first-class power. Japan, said the speaker, knows 
what she wants and intends to get it if possible; 


and she has a form of government, a homogeneous - 


people and a unified national spirit which carry 
her a long way in achieving her ambition. These 
elements have carried her forward in seventy-five 
years from a hermit nation of little world conse- 
quence to a first-class power, jealous of the re- 
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OBSERVES ITS CENTENARY 


Baltimore . Typographical Union No. 12 cele- 
brated its one hundredth anniversary at a dinner 
attended by Frank Morrison, secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor; Charles P. How- 
ard, president of the International Typographical 
Union; Henry L. Broening, president of the 
Maryland State and District of Columbia Federa- 
tion of Labor, and other labor executives. Balti- 
more church and civic leaders were also in attend- 
ance. 


Howard praised the Baltimore union and pointed 
out the beneficial-results of unionization among 
printers, declaring that not a single member of the 
International Typographical Union has been forced 
to apply for public charity in the last two years; 
that the union, composed of 80,000 members in 
approximately 800 towns and cities, has spent more 
than $23,000,000 in the last twenty-three years on 
bettering conditions surrounding those in the trade, 
and has expended $13,000,000 in the same period 
for pensions. 

Morrison dealt in some detail with the history 
of “No. 12,” recalling that at the time of its found- 
ing unions were considered conspiracies and that 
“only bolder men,” among them the printers of 
Baltimore, organized. 

Workers in that time, he asserted, had no social 
status, and a “submissive attitude” was required 
of them. The throwing aside of this viewpoint, 
which Morrison said has been accomplished dur- 
ing the existence of the Baltimore union, “is 
more important to democracy than a labor-saving 
invention.” 

pe 
CHARTER PROVISIONS ON CITY WORK 


In a memorandum filed with Mayor Rossi by 
his committee on charter installation attention was 
called to provisions of the new law requiring the 
award of contracts for all city work costing more 
than $1000, unless it is a routine repair or an 
actual emergency exists. 


Under the present system city employees carry 
on the major portion of Hetch Hetchy and water 
department tunneling and construction work, 
municipal railway repairs, street, building and 
sewer repairs and construction, park and play- 
ground construction. All of this work, exceeding 
$1000 in cost, is to be thrown open to competitive 
bidding between the department involved and out- 
side contractors. 


It is reported that such work may be halted 
unless the provisions of the charter are complied 
With. 

—— gS 
NO WAGE CUTS FOR PRINTERS 


G. B. Graham, secretary of Typographical Local 
No. 439, was greatly surprised the other day to 
receive a letter from the Commissioner of Labor 
Statistics at Washington, D. C., asking information 
about an alleged “wage cut” for local printers. 
The commissioner stated he read of the “wage 
cut” in an Eastern labor Paper. 

Bakersfield printers have not taken any wage 
cut, nor have the employers of this city asked the 
typos to take a wage cut. We are glad to state 
that the employing printers here all ‘believe that 
maintenance of wages will bring us out of the 
depression much sooner than cutting wages.— 
“Kern County Union Labor Journal.” 

————_@qa____ 


STILL ROOM FOR MORE 


Forty of each 100 families in the United States 
Own radio receiving sets, according to a door-to- 
door count made in April, 1930, and just com- 
Pletely tabulated by the U. S. Census Bureau. The 


bureau counted 12,078,345 receiving sets and 29,- 
980,146 families, 
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BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL 

The regular meeting of the San Francisco 
Building Trades Council, held December 3, heard 
the report of the business agent, received and dis- 
posed of several communications and committee 
reports, seated one new delegate and voted that 
“every possible effort should be put forth to per- 
manently establish the five-day week so far as the 
building trades unions are concerned.” 

General President MacDonald rendered a volu- 
minous report on the unemployment conference 
held in Los Angeles, participated in by many 
groups of citizens and presided over by Governor 
Rolph, and which was attended also by Mayor 
Angelo J. Rossi of San Francisco and Mayor John 
C. Porter of Los Angeles. Many resolutions were 
adopted seeking to relieve unemployment, among 
which was one urging employers, including state, 
county and municipal governments, to inaugurate 
the five-day week or six-hour day. The conference 
also protested against misleading booster adver- 
tising which encouraged destitute workers to come 
to California, and urged “stay-away” publicity. It 
was determined to form a permanent organization, 
and the appointment of an executive committee 
and the naming of the next meeting place were 
left to Mayor Porter. 

————_Iqa____ 
NEW AUTO LICENSE PLATES 


California’s vast army of motorists within a few 
weeks will begin to get new 1932 license plates for 
their cars. With black lettering on an orange back- 
ground, the new plates will present the additional 
distinction of having the name “California” spelled 
out instead of abbreviated, as on the present year’s 
plates. The color scheme is simply a reversal of 
the 1931 combination. Opening on December 15, 
the license renewal period will continue for thirty 
days. Preparations for the big task are being com- 
pleted by the Division of Registration of the De- 
partment of Motor Vehicles. A service for renewal 
of registration and issuance of new plates will be 
conducted by the California State Automobile As- 
sociation through its thirty-three offices in cities 


and towns throughout northern and central Cali- 
fornia. 


o—____ 
BOOTLEGGERS NOT WANTED 


At the convention of the Illinois District of the 
United Mine Workers of America, held at Spring- 
field, Ill., October 21, the section of the constitu- 
tion barring bootleggers from the organization was 
re-adopted. 

oe—___—__—__ 


WELCH LOSES CHAIRMANSHIP 


Because of the organization of the House of 
Representatives by the Democrats Congressman 
“Dick” Welch of the Fourth California district, 
San Francisco, lost the chairmanship of the Com- 


mittee on Labor, and also a place on the Commit- 
tee on Merchant Marine. 


SCHARRENBERG RETURNS 


Paul Scharrenberg, secretary of the California 
State Federation of Labor, returned to San Fran- 
cisco on December 3 from Japan and China on the 
Tatsuta Maru. He had been in attendance at the 
conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations. A 
local newspaper quotes Secretary Scharrenberg as 
follows: 

“Scharrenberg expressed sympathy for Japan’s 
obvious need of expansion territory, and, after a 
close survey of Japanese labor conditions was 
inclined to think the occupation the best for Man- 
churia. 

“It is true Japan wishes to dominate Orient 
affairs, at any rate enough to take care of her 
surplus population,’ Scharrenberg said. ‘But I 
do not believe there will be any special representa- 
tion of the League of Nations in the Orient.’” 


THE CORRECT 
NEW STYLES 


of fine hemmahing 


wt DOUGLAS 


hoes 


UNION | FOR MEN 
STORE | NOW IN STOCK 


R. A. French 


2623 MISSION STREET, at 22nd 


bewoww ee. 


SPARK 


Lid-top Gas Stoves 


The finest gas stove in America, made 
right here in California by California 
craftsmen—the finest stove makers in 
the world. 


SPARK STOVE SHOPS 


2301 2188 441 
Mission St. Mission St. Sutter St. 


MEN’S SUITS 
AND 


OVERCOATS 


Also Ladies’ Plain Dresses (silk or 
wool), or Ladies’ Plain Wool Coats 
Cleaned and Pressed by J. ALLEC 
SUPERIOR QUALITY 


$ 1 


WE CLEAN ANYTHING YOU 
WEAR AND WE CLEAN 
THEM WELL 
We Specialize on the Cleaning and 
Pressing of 
Fancy Garments and Also in Portieres, 
Rugs, Blankets, Etc. 


J. ALLEC 


Cleaning and Dyeing Works 
MAIN OFFICE 
2140-2164 Folsom Street 
Telephone HEmlock 3131 


BRANCH OFFICES 
255 Grant Ave. 1410 Polk St. 
Near Sutter Near Pine 
2203 Fillmore St. 2467 Mission St. 
Near Sacramento Near 21st 
1548 Fillmore St. 40 Powell St. 
Near Geary Near Ellis 


RUN O’ THE HOOK 


(This department is conducted by the 


president of San Francisco Typo- 
graphical Union No. 21) - 


A special meeting of the union will be held on. 


Sunday, December 13, at 1:30 p. m., in the Labor 
Temple. The special meeting is necessary because 
of a recent important occurrence. The question to 
be considered by the special meeting is sufficiently 
important to justify the attendance of every mem- 
ber. 

Merritt E. Ingman passed away on December 3 
at his home in this city. The deceased member 
was 79 years of age and a native of Ohio. Cause 
of death was chronic myocarditis. Mr. Ingman is 
survived by one daughter, Mrs. Ruth A. Nolte. 
Funeral services were held on December 4, and 
cremation was at Olivet Memorial Park. 

The executive committee has, owing to the un- 
usual number of matters demanding attention, 
been compelled to meet twice weekly, and it is 
expected that at least three meetings will be neces- 
sary next week. The committee has received the 
assurance of a number of foremen in commercial 
offices that there will be complete co-operation 
with the chairmen in bringing about an observance 
of the union’s overtime laws. Of the many fore- 
men meeting with the executive committee all save 
two have expressed willingness to assist the union 
in every way possible. The executive ‘committee 
is appreciative, and regrets that it was necessary 
for some of those appearing to wait for some 
time before being heard. Where it can be estab- 
lished that a member with eight or more hours of 
accumulated overtime refuses to co-operate with 
the chapel chairman committee will recommend 
that the maximum fine permitted be assessed. 

Harold Arthur Charles Mitchell, son of G. E. 
Mitchell, Sr., (Call chapel), brother of G. E. Mit- 
chell, Jr.. (Shopping News chapel), nephew of 
Robert M. Mitchell, superintendent of Goodhue- 
Kitchener Company in Oakland, was unanimously 
chosen as Worshipful Master of Occidental Lodge 
No. 22, Free and Accepted Masons of the State 
of California. Harold is the youngest Worshipful 
Master in California. He is a member of the 
James H. Barry chapel. 

On last Friday the press carried the announce- 
ment that former Governor Friend W. Richardson 
had purchased a controlling interest in the Ala- 
meda “Times-Star” and that Mr. Richardson would 
actively re-enter the newspaper business. The an- 
nouncement was of particular interest to members 
of Oakland and San Francisco unions,-as in all 
probability there will be little difficulty, with Mr. 
Richardson in control, in bringing to an end the 
“lockout” which has existed for the past six 
months on the Alameda “Times-Star.” It will be 
recalled that in May of this year the late Sherman 
McDowell arbitrarily locked out members of Oak- 
land Typographical Union and manned his com- 
posing room with imported strike breakers. Ex- 
Governor Richardson has for many years demon- 
strated a most friendly attitude toward the Typo- 
graphical Union, and immediately following the 
announcement of the purchase Ex-Governor Rich- 
ardson took up the consideration of the re-estab- 
lishment of union conditions on the Alameda 
“Times-Star.” 

Secretary Michelson, who last week returned to 
his home following a sinus operation at St. Fran- 
cis Hospital, is convalescing rapidly. “Mike” feels 
that the operation was quite beneficial and that 
following a short rest he will enjoy better health 
than at any time in the past three or four years. 

Robert Hunt, a member of Fresno Union, was 
a visitor in the city during the past year. 

D. K. Stauffer, former president of No. 21, has 
disposed of his interests in the Roseville “Press” 
at Roseville, California, and has for the past sev- 
eral days been renewing old friendships in San 
Francisco. 
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A dispatch from Los Angeles dated December 9, 
says: “Paul Block, publisher of the Los Angeles 
‘Express,’ and William Randolph Hearst, pub- 
lisher of the ‘Evening Herald’ and other news- 
papers, announced today the ‘Express’ has been 
sold to the ‘Herald’ and the two will be merged, 
effective tomorrow.” 

The following facts concerning California may 
be interesting: Area in square miles, 158,297, or 5.24 
per cent of the total of the United States; popula- 
tion 5,677,251, or 4.62 per cent of United States 
total; males 2,942,595, females 2,734,656; 1,618,533 
families; Mexicans 368,013; urban population 4,160,- 
596, rural population 1,516,655; cities over 100,000, 
5; 25,000 to 100,000, 16; number of banks 437; na- 
tional banks 205; private banks none; number of 
churches 4107; public schools 5348; school en- 
rollment 1,016,473; colleges 44; college enrollment 
41,421; number of farms 136,455; farms containing 
over 1000 acres 4495; the leading crops in the order 
of their value follows: Oranges, hay, grapes, bar- 
ley, lemons, wheat, beans, peaches, rice, cotton; 
number of industrial establishments 12,003; indus- 
trial wage earners 290,702; leading manufactured 
products in order of value, petroleum, canned 
fruits and vegetables, meat packing, motor vehicles, 
printing and publishing, foundry and machine pro- 
duction, bread and bakery products, lumber, mo- 
tion pictures; automobiles registered 2,041,356, 
or approximately 8 per cent of the United States 
total; state highways 6589 miles, surfaced 4482 
miles; total miles of roads and highways 796,604; 
telephones 1,205,466; post offices 1587; radio sets 
839,846; broadcasting stations 39; picture theaters 
612; legitimate theaters 91; daily newspapers 140; 
morning newspapers 34, evening newspapers 106, 
Sunday editions 32; weekly newspapers 553; retail 
establishments 86,025; hospitals 407, containing 
51,670 beds; hotels 1598, containing 114,680 rooms. 

The population of San Francisco is 634,394, 
divided as follows: Native whites 69.6 per cent; 
negros 0.6 per cent; foreign born whites 24.2 per 
cent; Oriental 5.6 per cent; families 158,597. Of 
the foreign born in San Francisco there are 27,311 
Italians, 18,608 Germans, 16,598 Irish, 10,774 Eng- 
lish, 7455 Russians, 7152 Swedes, 6461 French, 
4087 Norwegians, 1554 Mexicans, 9601 Canadians 
and French-Canadians. 


“Shopping News” Chapel Notes—By G. E. M., Jr. 

The annual “Shopping News” banquet will be 
held in Marquard’s ballroom Saturday evening, 
December 19. This is a yearly affair, given to the 
members of the “Shopping News” organization by 
the general manager, Irwin H. Rice, and his as- 
sistant, Merrell Cooley, treasurer of the Press 
Club. Each employee is entitled to two tickets. 
A bountiful repast is served with all the “trim- 
min’s”; high-class entertainers are provided, and 
dancing lasts until the wee sma’ hours. 

Charles Cantrell, injured a few weeks ago, is 
well on the way to recovery. Latest reports are 
that Charles is getting around very ably consider- 
ing the extent of his injuries. 

Chapel members who emulate the aristocrats 
and drive to and from their “estates” in high- 
powered cars were somewhat perturbed last week 
in finding a one-way ticket to the traffic chief’s 
office on each car. The wailing and gnashing of 
teeth was finally subdued when Messrs. Layne 
and Goff learned the “aristocrats” were members 
of the Fourth Estate. 

James Garrett, head pressman, has left on a 
30 days’ vacation through the Middle West and to 
the Atlantic coast. The ray of sunshine, as far 
as weather is concerned, lies to the south, as Jim 
will return via the Panama Canal. 

Members of the union employed in the job 
branch should make every sacrifice possible and 
attend the special meeting of the union next Sun- 
day. Momentous questions affecting the trade are 
up for adjudication. In the past—for scores of 
years—the newspaper printer has borne the trials 
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and tribulations of debate to foster the welfare of 

the job and book printer. Come on you job and 

book men, let’s get going in a big way! 
——_—___ @&_—__— 


ALL SERENE IN FILMDOM 

According to information’ received by the Los 
Angeles “Citizen,” the agreement between the 
Picture Producers’ Association and the five Inter- 
national Unions, Electrical Workers, Carpenters, 
Painters, Stage Employees and Musicians, which 
expired the latter part of November, has been ex- 
tended by mutual agreement until the first of the 
year. Conditions and wages that have prevailed 
for a number of years past are to continue as be- 
fore. While no authoritative statement has been 
made by either of the parties to. the agreement, 
it is believed that a meeting will be held soon, 
probably in New York City, to consider its 
renewal. 

eh ee 
DEATHS IN UNION RANKS 

The following members of local unions have 
passed away during the last week: William Barger, 
member of Machinists’ Union No. 68; Martin Kull, 
Carpenters’ Union No. 2164; Charles H. Martin, 
Machinists’ Union No. 68; George Bailey David- 
son, Operating Engineers’ Union No. 64; John J. 
Carolan, Chauffeurs’ Union No. 265; H. J. Crow- 
ley, Boilermakers’ Union No. 6. 

“The time is ripe for forward action to expedite 
our recovery,” declares the President. All right 
—let’s go! 


JAS. H. REILLY JAS. H. REILLY, JR. 


JAS. H. REILLY & CO. 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Phone Mission 0141 29th and Deleres Streets 
———————— MEMBER OF 
and 
Oficial Undertaker of S. F. Typegraphical Unien 21 
ee ee ee ee 


Phone HEmlock 3760 


Henry’s Dairy Lunch 


Food of Quality 
3036 Sixteenth Street San Francisco 


BENDER’S 


THE FAMILY SHOE STORE 
UNION CLERKS UNION SHOES 


FRANK O’BRIEN 


Open Saturday Evening Until 9:30 O’Clock 
2412 MISSION STREET 


Reduced Prices 


In order to keep my Tailors busy | will 
reduce my entire stock of 


Suits and Overcoats 
to the following prices 
$65.00 and $70.00 
Suits for $55.00 
$55.00 and $60.00 
Suits for $45.00 


NO GOODS RESERVED 
Linings and Workmanship as Before 


HERMAN 


1104 Market Street 


San Francisco 
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AS TO ITINERANTS 


Editor Labor Clarion: 

In the November 27 issue of the Labor Clarion, 
on page 6 thereof, and under the heading, “Itiner- 
ants a Problem,” is printed a bit of “news” which 
should excite the indignation of every reasonably 
humane reader of your valued publication. 

The article in question bears the statement that 
“drifters, attracted by unemployment relief meas- 
ures and free food, are arriving in the state at the 
rate of 1200 a day,” and that this situation “has 
been met by Governor Rolph with a proclamation 
that the itinerants will be met at the state borders 
and arrested for vagrancy and sentenced to serve 
on rock piles and road construction work near the 
snow line in the mountains.” 

It further states that the “proclamation” was 
issued at the conclusion of a meeting between the 
governor, members of his unemployment relief 
committee and representatives of the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce, held in San Francisco on 
the previous Monday. 

The concluding paragraph of the article reads: 

“R. H. Vandegrift, state director of finance, said 
the state was preparing a number of concentration 
camps near the borders. To these could be sent 
those arrested on vagrancy charges, and there they 
could be put on the business end of a pick and 
shovel and put to work on rock piles and fire trails 
in the mountains, he said. They would be housed 
and fed, but would receive no pay and would be 
worked hard, Vandegrift added.” 

In the same issue of the Labor Clarion, on page 
11, a brief synopsis is given of a statement made 
before the San Francisco Building Trades Coun- 
cil by General President MacDonald. 

Mr. MacDonald is reported as having stated 
that “an average of a thousand unemployed men 
a day were pouring into California.” Further along 
the reporter states: “He also stated that protest 
was made against the misleading advertisements 
of Californians, Inc., and other promotional organi- 
zations, and that it was reported that Californians, 
Incorporated, had been advertising that a job 
waits for every man in California. He (Mr. Mac- 
Donald) considered an advertisement of that kind 
was not only a malicious untruth but was a das- 
tardly injustice to unemployed persons who would 
be misled into coming to California by such ad- 
vertising, and that steps must be taken to stop 
such advertising.” 

In view of the statements made by Mr. Mac- 
Donald, the action of Governor Rolph following 
his conference with his “big biz” associates re- 
minds the writer of the story about the judge who 
passed his snuff box to the prisoner and then fined 
the prisoner for sneezing! 

“Promotional enterprises” like the one Mr. Mac- 
Donald mentioned are far from scrupulous in their 
methods. The meager savings of the poor man 
seeking to benefit his conditon—even the last dol- 
lar of one of the mass of unemployed—all sums, 
little and big, are grist for the railroads and the 
transient hotels. Extravagant falsehoods are taken 
for the truth when backed by such authorities as 
“Californians, Inc.” Poor but honest workingmen 
believe such fables; but on arriving at the borders 
of the Golden State, instead of finding a job await- 
ing them, they will find a deputy ready to serve a 
John Doe vagrancy warrant, and in due time will 
find themselves in peonage at one of Mr. Vande- 
grift’s “concentration camps,” with “no pay, but 
plenty of hard work.” 

Apparently well fed humans are. not very soft- 
hearted toward the man who is unfortunate enough 
to be unable to find a boss. Even the Labor Clar- 
ion has no criticism to offer, no opposition to voice, 
to the inhuman “proclamation” of our smiling 
governor. ARTHUR SAMUEL HOWE. 


Willits, Calif., Dec: 1, 1931. 
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SAN FRANCISCO IS WET 

“The Board of Supervisors of the city and 
county of San Francisco does hereby memorialize 
Congress and does urge that the law be amended 
to permit the sale, distribution and consumption 
of beverages with an increased alcoholic con- 
tent.” 

The above resolution, introduced by Supervisor 
Canepa, was adopted by the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors on Monday last without a dissenting 
vote. Copies were ordered sent to President 
Hoover and Vice-President Curtis. 

——_— — &—_ 
FILM STRIKE IMMINENT 

A Los Angeles dispatch states that Judge John 
Fleming, in the Superior Court, has taken under 
advisement an application for an injunction filed 


“by Fox West Coast Theater. The threatened strike 


of moving picture machine operators was thus 
temporarily averted. 

H. A. Starke, business agent of the operators’ 
local union, promised to withhold a strike call until 
the judge had time to study the contract between 
the union and the theater company. 


MAILER NOTES 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


The articles in the Labor Clarion on the ques- 
tion of “outlaw” unions have caused considerable 
discussion. The only international to which the so- 
called outlaw mailer locals contend they owe any 
allegiance is the International Typographical 
Union, the absurd contention of the officers of that 
intervening body, the Mailers’ Trade District 
Union to the contrary notwithstanding. No doubt 
the readers of the Labor Clarion are familiar by 
this time with discussions concerning the typo- 
mailer and mailer war which has been in the 
federal courts for some three years, and has now 
been appealed from a decision favorable to the 
I. T. U. and the so-called outlaw locals by the 
M. T. D. U. officers. The I. T. U. law is very 
clear. It says in effect that “mailer members of 
the I. T. U. may,” but it does not state that they 
“shall, or must, form an M. T. D. U.,” or maintain 
membership therein. It should be dissolved, plac- 
ing mailer members on the same basis as printer 
members of the I. T. U. The M. T. D. U. gives no 
benefits. And one main reason for Milwaukee, Bos- 
ton, San Francisco, Chicago and Washington, 
D. C., withdrawing from the M. T. D. U. was the 
contention that it represented “taxation without 
representation” or benefits to mailers, so why 
should the latter pay dues to two internationals? 

The term “outlaw” or “rebel” was given the 
so-called outlaw locals in a derisive or derogatory 
sense by the M. T. D. U. officers. By recourse 
to the federal courts the M. T. Di U. officers seek 
to make mailer membership in the I. T. U. con- 
tingent upon membership in the M. T. D. U. How 
ridiculous! The officers of the M. T. D. U., in 
court and at every alleged peace conference, have 
brazenly assumed that they, in doing so, have, or 
are only asking they be granted “rights which we 
have ‘enjoyed for twenty-five years,” when, in the 
memory of “the oldest inhabitant” of mailerdom, 
they never enjoyed any such rights, not even un- 
der an I. T. U. administration of their party faith. 
The I. T. U. has always had complete jurisdiction 
over mailers and mailers’ work. The so-called out- 
law locals have seceded from and rebelled against 
the tyranny of an M. T. D. U. In which case we 
may be classed as “rebels” fighting for a principle, 
namely, one and not two internationals. The 
I. T. U., in every sense of the word, is the parent 
body. But, on the other hand, when a local secedes 
from its one and only international it makes itself 
an outlaw, and is no different in principle from 
that of the Southern states which seceded from the 
Union and sought to form a Southern Confederacy, 
or split the United States into a ‘North’ and 
“South.” 


Nine 


‘UNEMPLOYED OF TWO CITIES 

A survey made by members of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Unemployment, meeting recently in the 
State building, San Francisco, disclosed there are 
66,000 unemployed in San Francisco, of which 
number 23.6 per cent are being aided by various 
agencies. The remainder, the committee found, are 
transient men out of work who are pouring into 
the state at the rate of 1000 a day. 

Unemployed in Los Angeles, the committee 
heard, number 225,000, of which 26 per cent are 
cared for by relief organizations. A general rec- 
ommendation for adoption of the six-hour day or 
five-day week or a combination of both was urged 
by the committee before adjournment. 


The Rochester Clothing Co. 


Established 1906 


Clothing, Furnishings and Hats 
CORNER MISSION AND THIRD 


Specializing in 
Union-made Clothing and Furnishings 


Telephone MArket 0143 


CAVANAUGH 
OVERALL SERVICE 


340 Eleventh Street 


San Francisco California 


Phone Market 170 UNION STORE 


BROWN & KENNEDY 


FLORAL ARTISTS 


Funeral Work a Specialty—Lewest Prices 
3069 Sixteenth St., Near Valencia Sam Francisee 


Ls 
William W. Hansen - - - ie 
Dan F. McLaughlin - . 5 
Geo. J. Asmussen - c 


United Undertakers 


Established July, 1882 
2596 HOWARD STREET at Twenty-second 
New Funeral Home and Cha 
Telephone Mission 0276 


Ma: 
President 
Secretary 


KAUFMAN’S 
SHOES OF QUALITY 


For Entire Family at Popular Prices 
Agency for the FLORSHEIM SHOES 
Phone WEst 5213 1607 FILLMORE STREET 


NATIONAL 


(RUS! 


ALS 


had airy toe 


WE ALWAYS UNDERSELL 


Herman’s Hats 


Union Made 


2386 MISSION STREET 
Near 20th St. 


RE DLICK N EWMAN ( ’ 


COMPLETE HOME 
FURNISHERS 


ON CREDIT 
HEADQUARTERS FOR 


OCCIDENTAL 
STOVES AND RANGES 


S. F. LABOR COUNCIL 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committee 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, December 4, 1931. 

Called to order at 8 p. m. by President Daniel 
P. Haggerty. All officers present except Secre- 
tary O’Connell, excused. Henry Heidelberg ap- 
pointed secretary pro tem. 

Minutes of previous meeting approved as printed 
in Labor Clarion. 

Communications—Filed: From the Community 
Chest, thanking Secretary O’Connell for contribu- 
tion to success of their campaign by his participa- 
tion in their radio program. American Federation 
of Labor, submitting resolution adopted by the 
Vancouver convention, requesting state federations 
of labor and central bodies to use their influence 
in organizing laundry workers in their respective 
districts. Complied with. 

Referred to Executive Committee—Application 
by Milk Wagon Drivers for assistance in adjust- 
ing overtime controversy with the Excelsior Ranch 
Dairy, 3745 Mission. 

Requests Complied With—From United Textile 
Workers and Parker Wilder & Co., New York, 
requesting co-operation in securing favorable action 
from San Francisco city government in specifying 
Pequot goods for institutional requirements. Cali- 
fornia State Automobile Association, requesting 
Council to appoint a representative to attend a 
mass meeting to be held Thursday, December 
10, at 10 a. m., at Fairmont Hotel, to receive in- 
formation and the facts relating to the opposition 
to the Golden Gate bridge. 

Report of Executive Committee — Committee 
continued the discussion as to the practicability 
of the five-day working week, and recited in its 
report the various obstacles and difficulties in treat- 
ing all industries in one general plan, and referred 
to the obvious condition that production industries 
are suffering from unemployment and competition 
much more severely than service occupations; also, 
that it has been calculated that out of the mem- 
bership in this Council but one-fourth are to be 
counted as engaged in production industries, while 
about three-fourths are engaged in service occu- 
pations. Committee directed the secretary to cite 
all members of the Executive Committee to attend 
the next meeting for the purpose of formulating 
a general policy on this question, and defining the 
Council’s attitude. Report received as progressive. 

Reports of Unions—Street Car Men expressed 
a desire that the Council endeavor to secure mem: 
bers on the new Public Utilities Commission favor- 
able to municipal ownership. Cleaners and Dyers, 
Ladies’ Auxiliary is securing new supply of ladies’ 
cuted one using unlawfully their union label, and 
compelled a refund of the money paid; enumerated 
a number of unfair tailoring firms. Bakery Wagon 
Drivers requested union members to protest to gro- 
cery stores the carrying of bread of Roma Bak- 
ery. Auto Mechanics 1305 are interested in having 
the Fire Commissioners buy fire apparatus manu- 
factured by the La France corporation. 

Trade Union Promotional League—Made pro- 
gressive report in behalf of San Francisco-made 
goods and employment of San Francisco labor. 
Ladies’ Auxiliary in securing new supply of ladies’ 
hosiery. 

New Business—Moved that officers of Council 
be authorized and directed to wait on the Mayor 
in regard to his appointment of members on the 
Public Utilities Commission; amendment, that of- 
ficers consult with the Mayor relative to securing 
members upon the various commissions and of- 
fices favorable to labor and its interests. Amend- 
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ment adopted. Moved, that Council send a repre- 
sentative to act with a proposed San Francisco 
Creating Work Committee, composed of represen- 
tatives of civic organizations. Motion carried. 

Receipts—$418.00. Expenditures—$246.17. 

Adjourned at 9:10 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

HENRY HEIDELBERG, Sec. pro tem. 
cee ee 


TRADES UNION PROMOTIONAL LEAGUE 


Official Minutes of Meeting Held December 2, 1931 

The regular meeting of the Trades Union Pro- 
motional League was held Wednesday, December 
2, 1931, in Mechanics’ Hall, Labor Temple. The 
meeting was called to order by President A. W. 
Edwards at 8 p. m. and on roll call all were pres- 
ent but Theodore Johnson, who was excused. 

Minutes: Minutes of previous meeting, held No- 
vember 18, were approved as read. 

Communications: From Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
League, minutes; read and filed. Building Trades 
Council, minutes; noted and filed. Painters’ Union 
No. 19, on affiliation; referred to Agitation Com- 
mittee. San Francisco Tuberculosis Association, 
inclosing Christmas seals; motion made and car- 
ried that same be bought. From Herman the Tai- 
lor, 1104 Market street, on reduction on union- 
made suits. Rochester Clothing Company, Third 
and Mission streets, many suggestions on union- 
made holiday gifts. 

Bills: Read and referred to trustees; same or- 
dered paid. 

Secretary’s Report: Reported on his activities 
for union-made merchandise for the holiday sea- 
son. Full report concurred in. 

Reports of Unions: Tailors’ Union No. 80 re- 
ported business very poor for the holiday season; 
some firms insisting on reduction of prices; had 
Roth the tailor cited for fraudulant use of their 
union label; the customer got his money back; 
Chicago tailors still out on strike. Garment Work- 
ers’ Local No. 131 stated work was very poor on 
overalls and other pants; fair on shirts just now for 
the holiday season; remember to look for their 
union label when buying. Molders’ Union No. 164 
reported work slow; want you to keep in mind 
the Wedgewood, Occidental and Spark stoves; 
they are local union-made stoves of the best make 
for this climate. Hatters’ Union asks you to 
specify a union-made hat when buying hat orders; 


ee | 
WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns named below are on the “We 
Don’t Patronize List’ of the San Francisco 
Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 
and sympathizers are requested to cut this 
out and post it. 


American Tobscco Company. 

Austin’s Shoe Stores. 

Block, J., Butcher, 1351 Taraval. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand Laundry, 218 Ellis. 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. Co. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mfg., 113 Front. 

Foster's Lunches. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

“Grizzly Bear,” organ of N.S. G. W. 

Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 

Independent Cleaning & Dyeing Plant, and 
Red Front Stores. 

Kress, S. H., Stores. 

Manning's, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 

Market Street R. R. 

Menn Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 

Milk Producers’ Assn. of Central California. 
Producers of “Modesto” and “Challenge” 
Butter. 

National Biscuit Co., Chicago, products. 

Purity Chain Stores. 

Steinberg’s Shoe Store, 2650 Mission. 

Steinberg’s Shoe Store, 1600 Fillmore. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 
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work fairly good. The following is a list of hat 


cleaners who are members or employ members of 
the Hatters’ Union; Smith’s hat works, 1071 Valen. 
cia street; Beacon Hat Company, 146 Fillmore 
street; Standard Hat Company, 714 Market street, 
and Lundstrom Hat Company. The Hatters’ Union 
has no connection with any school for hatters; al] 
apprentices must serve in a bona fide hat factory, 
Cigar Makers’ Union is making a strong appeal 
to smokers, or those making cigar gifts to smokers, 
to buy only cigars contained in boxes that bear 
the blue union label of the Cigar Makers’ Union; 
this label is either on the cover next to the revenue 
stamp or on the bottom of the box. Carpet Me- 
chanics’ Union reported a correction in last min- 
utes; state they have the five-day week, but desire 
to have the week terminate Fridays. United Labor- 
ers’ Union, Pile Drivers’ Union, Stereotypers and 
Electrotypers’ Union, Elevator Constructors’ 
Union, Pressmen’s Union, Office Employees’ 
Union and Millmen’s Union all reported things 
about the same. Sign Painters’ Union No. 510 re- 
ported advertising work fair and commercial work 
poor; state that a man by the name of Weiss, a 
non-union painter, is painting signs for the Marin- 
Dell Dairy. Cracker Bakers’ Union reported that 
the old American Biscuit Company, now operated 
by the National Biscuit Company, is baking its 
Snowflake, Graham and Figbar crackers and cook- 
ies here; operating three ovens; Andrews-Wilmans 
Company, C. C. C., Golden Bear Cookie Company 
and Mother’s Cookie Company are union. Cracker 
Bakers’ Auxiliary No. 24-119-125 stated members 
are busy just now. Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
League reported members doing good work in a 
demand for the union label, card and button; will 
receive a new lot of union-made silk hosiery for 
the holidays; will take space on the signboard; re- 
quested all to stay to enjoy the bunco game. 


New Business: Delegate Willis reported that his 
union had transferred its funds to another bank 
and was charged more for check books bearing the 
Allied Printing Trades Council union label and the 
Lithographers’ union label than for the check 
books furnished by the bank. Secretary to investi- 
gate. 

Receipts: $112.45. Bills paid: $114.15. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p. m., 
to meet again Wednesday, December 16. The meet- 
ing was then turned over to the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
of the League for their bunco party. Almost all 
stayed and had an enjoyable evening. The prizes 
were good. 

“Not one cent of union-earned money for the 
unfair employer.” 

Fraternally submitted. 

W. G. DESEPTE. 


Minutes of the Ladies’ Auxiliary 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Trades Union Pro- 
motional League held its meeting December 2, 
1931, in Room 315, Labor Temple, Sixteenth and 
Capp streets. Meeting was called to order by the 
president, Mrs. Desepte, at 8 p. m. Roll call of 
officers showed all present. New members were 
given the obligation. 


Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
approved. 

Communication read and filed. 

Bills ordered paid. 

New Business—It was moved, seconded and 
carried that the auxiliary have its advertising board 
redecorated. It is situated alongside the Temple. 

Report of the Hosiery Committee—We will have 
a lot of new styles and colors in a few days. 

We want to thank all the friends and delegates 
who participated in our bunco party. I am sure 
everyone had a nice time. 

With no further business to come before the 
auxiliary, the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted. 

MRS. M. E. DECKER, Secretary. 
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GENERAL LABOR NEWS 


The Railroad Workers’ Congress, which repre- 
sents 48,500 workers on all railroads in Spain, has 
decided to declare a general strike unless the gov- 
ernment consented to nationalize the roads within 
fifteen days. 


Members of the Tobacco Workers’ Union, im- 
prisoned as the result of wholesale arrests by the 
Cuban police in their war on alleged communists, 
were freed on November 24 after a committee from 
the union interviewed President Machado. 


In an interview with American newspaper men, 
George Lansbury, leader of the British Labor 
party in Parliament, ridiculed assertions that the 
Labor party was “finished” and insisted that the 
failure of the present economic system would soon 
prove the validity of the Labor party’s case. 


The Department of Labor reports that three 
times as many aliens left the United States in 
October as arrived. Only 3913 came in, while 
10,857 left. Alien women entering continue to be 
almost double the total of men, numbering 2425, 
compared with 1488 men and boys. The largest 
number of departures were Mexicans, of whom 
5190 returned to their native land. 


Denouncing evasions of the prevailing wage scale 
law as an “unholy practice,” Senator Wheeler of 
Montana has announced that he will ask a Con- 
gressional investigation of wage cutting by con- 
tractors on government work. Wheeler charged 
that contractors on government projects in Wash- 
ington and other parts of the country are forcing 
sub-contractors to defeat the purpose of the pre- 
vailing wage act by taking back from workmen a 
certain per cent of their wages. 


Volsteadism was denounced and modification de- 
manded in vigorous resolutions adopted in an im- 
portant conference just held by representatives of 
the Central Union Label Council of Greater New 
York, a thoroughly representative labor body. The 
meeting was attended by I. M. Ornburn, secretary- 
treasurer of Labor’s National Committee for Modi- 
fication of the Volstead Act. This organization and 
its work were emphatically indorsed by the reso- 
lutions. 


Baltimore bankers have contributed to prolong- 
ing the depression and lowering the standard of 
living by making loans to contractors in some 
instances contingent on cutting wages, Alfred A 
Ahern, executive secretary of the Baltimore Build- 
ing Trades Council, charged in delivering the first 
of six monthly addresses on topics of the day at 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church in the Mary- 
land metropolis. His subject was “The Current 
Wage.” 


“What better gift can the women of the world 
make to their fellow men than that of a sincere 
pledge for the creation of peace through disarma- 
ment?” asks the National Women’s Trade Union 
League of America in a letter requesting signatures 
to a petition favoring disarmament to be presented 
to the International Disarmament Conference 
which meets at Geneva, Switzerland, February 2, 
1932. “With it they give their statesmen confidence 
that they have the support of the people of their 
country and can count upon them for reduction 
in armaments,” says the letter. 


In accordance with the Labor Department act 
which was passed by the Legislature of the Prov- 
ince of Quebec at the session of 1931, the Hon. 
C. J. Arcand has been appointed by the provin- 
cial government as head of the new department, 
being the first Minister of Labor for the province, 
Formerly the interests of labor were in charge 
of the Department of Public Works and Labor, 
but the Legislature considered that the time had 
come to establish a separate department. The Hon. 
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Mr. Arcand had been president of Local 506, 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen (Montreal) 
for the past sixteen years. in his early life he 
worked in the gold mines in California, and was 
in the service of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company for about thirty-five years. 


Cotton mill owners in the great English mill dis- 
tricts have decided to cut wages and lengthen 
working hours of 250,000 workers and as a result 
a desperate struggle is predicted. The owners de- 
cided at a meeting in Manchester to terminate the 
agreement at the end of this year. The agreement 
was negotiated in 1919. While the proposed 
changes were not specified, it is reported the em- 
ployers intend to establish a 55'%4-hour week in- 
stead of the present 48 hours, with wages reduced 
so that the workers would earn the same in the 
55% hours they now earn in 48. Henry Boothman, 
secretary of the Cotton Spinners’ Union, predicted 
that if the federation persists the whole British 
trades union movement would back the cotton 
union and a desperate struggle will result. He 
called the proposal “lunacy.” 

A WELCOME VISITOR 


T. J. Esterbrook, business representative of the 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union, is making 
a short stay in the bay district and intends to visit 
all labor unions to interest the members in pur- 
chasing union-made cigarettes. Esterbrook has 
been the official representative of the Tobacco 
Workers’ Union in this community for the past 
five years, and paid a visit to the San Francisco 
Labor Council recently. 

—————- @____— 
DRASTIC ORDER ISSUED 

Mayor Marvin of Syracuse, N. Y., has ordered 
the discharge of all married women employed by 
the city who have husbands earning a living wage. 


EDUCATION FOR WORKERS 


It is missing much to fail to read the article by 
J. L. Kerchen in the November issue of the Ameri- 
can Federationist on the “Recent Workers’ Sum- 
mer School in California.” This applies both to 
those who follow the progress and development of 
adult and workers’ education as well as those who 
have good reason to look for light in the present 
economic bewilderment. 

If you do not know about this school it may be 
necessary to tell you that this project in workers’ 
education, although begun only three years ago, 
has taken on already all the characteristics of an 
enduring nature and is already spoken of as a per- 
manent institution. It is promoted under the direc- 
tion and control of the Joint Committee of Work- 
ers’ Education of the State Federation of Labor 
and the Extension Division of the University of 
California. As a suggestion to those who at least 
in the summer time have grown to look for an 
admixture of recreational facilities with their delv- 
ings into the studies of economics, it should be 
stated that the site is absolutely ideal—on the cool 
northern slopes of the San Bernardino Moun- 
tain Range located in the San Bernardino Moun- 
tain National Forest Reserve and which at the 
point of the camp reaches an elevation of nearly 
one mile. It is nestled among the maples, oaks 
and pines that cover the adjacent hills and sloping 
ravines. Mr. Kerchen makes it clear that those 
who yielded to this allure this year, not only of 
the gorgeous scenery about the camp, but also the 
promise of the program committee to delve into 
the subjects which are nearest to the hearts of the 
breadwinners, were more numerous than on the 
occasion of the preceding sessions and that this 
session was “without reservations or qualifications 
the most satisfactory of our efforts.” 

Mr. Kerchen thinks that “workers’ 
never has looked so propitious as now.” 


education 


PLUMBERS DEFER CONVENTION 

A remarkable tribute has just been paid the offi- 
cers of the United Association of Journeymen 
Plumbers and Steam Fitters by referendum vote 
of the membership of the entire organization. In 
a poll that was carried approximately 12 to 1 
the membership of this big International has de- 
cided to defer until November, 1935, the taking 
of the customary referendum on the question 
whether a convention shall be ordered. 


JACQUARD DAVENPORT BED 
$77.50 
A Remarkably Well-Built Bed 


for the small bungalow, flat or apart- 
ment. The quality of Jacquard and the 
construction is guaranteed the best 
money can buy for a moderate price. 


Eastern Outfitting Company 


1017 MARKET STREET, NEAR 6TH ST. 


e 


UNFAIR CLEANERS AND DYERS 


The following have been placed on the unfair 
list of the San Francisco Labor Council: 


Independent Cleaning & Dyeing 
Works 


1745 Howard Street 


Red Front Cleaning Stores 
(Chain Store System) 


Cleaners, Dyers and Pressers’ Union 
No. 17960 


Retail Cleaners and Dyers’ Union 
No. 18182 


LOOK FOR THIS SIGN WHEN HAVING 
WORK DONE ON YOUR CAR 


= 


| Quality First 


| ‘UNITED STATES 
LAUNDRY 


Telephone 
Market 1721 


Finest Work on Shirts 
and Collars 


DEMAND THE 
UNION LABEL 


AND PHOTOENGRAVING 


lf a firm cannot place the Label of the 
Allied Printing Trades Council on your 
Printing, it is not a Union Concern. 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


SAVINGS 


COMMERCIAL 


TRUST 


INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 10TH, 1868 


One of the Oldest Banks in California, 
the Assets of which have never been increased 
by mergers or consolidations with other Banks 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVINGS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
June 30th, 1931 


$149,118,154.86 


De; 


posits.. $143,218,154.86 


Capital, Reserve and Contingent Funds $5,900,000.00 
The following accounts stand on the Books at $1.00 each, viz.; 


Bank Buildings and Lots.. 
Other Real Estate.. 
Pension Fund. 


HAIGHT STREET BRANCH. 
WEST PORTAL BRANCH... 


(Value over $2,120,000. 


(Value over $312 $0000 


..-. (Value over $745,000.00: 


....Mission and 21st Streets 
Clement St. and 7th Ave. 
-Haight and Belvedere Streets 
-West Portal Ave. and Ulloa St. 


Dividends on Deposits as declared quarterly by the Board 
of Directors, are Computed Monthly and Compounded 
Quarterly, and may be withdrawn quarterly. 


CHRISTMAS IS ALMOST HERE 


In making holiday purchases union men and women are reminded 
of the duty of patronizing union-made products wherever possible. 
When an article of merchandise bears the union label it is a guarantee 
that it was made under union conditions and that the union scale was 
paid in its production. In helping other union workers you are help- 
ing yourselves. Don’t spend money earned under union conditions 
for the purchase of non-union products. And before you start on a 
shopping expedition acquaint yourselves with the products of union 


labor advertised in the 


LABOR CLARION 


Telephone MArket 0056 


OFFICE: 101 LABOR TEMPLE 


2940 SIXTEENTH STREET 


FOOD 
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SHOP 


FIFTH near MARKET STREET 
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Directory of Unions Affiliated With San Francisco Labor Council 


(Please notify Labor Clarion of any change) 


Alaska Fishermen—Meets Fridays during Febru- 
ary, March, April and October, 49 Clay. 


Asphalt Workers—Meets 2nd and 4th Mondays, 
Labor Temple. 


Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers No. 
Meets Fridays, 224 Guerrero. 


Auto Mechanics No. 1305—Meets Wednesdays, 8 
D. m., 108 Valencia. 


Auto Painters No. 1073—200 Guerrero. 


Baggage Messengers—Meets 2nd Monday, 60 Mar- 
ket. Sec., Robt. Berry, 1059 56th St., Oakland. 

Bakers No. 24—Meets Ist and 3rd Saturdays, 
Labor Temple. 

Bakery Wagon Drivers—Meets 2nd and 4th Sat- 
urdays, 112 Valencia. 

Barbers No. 148—Meets Ist and 3rd Mondays, 112 
Valencia. 

Bill Posters Ne. 44—Meets 4th Monday, Shakes- 
Deare Hall, 15th and Mission. 

Blacksmiths and Helpers—Meets Ist and 8rd 
Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 

Bollermakers Ne. 6—Meets 2nd and 4th Mondays, 
Labor Temple. 

Beokbinders—Office, Room 804, 693 Mission. Meets 
3rd Friday, Labor Temple. 


Bottiers No. 293—Meets 3rd Tuesdays, 
Temple. 


Brewery Drivers—Meets 3rd Tuesday, Labor Temple. 


Brewery Workmen No. 7—Meets 3rd Thursday, 
Labor Temple, 


Bridge and Structural tron 
200 Guerrero. 


Carpenters No. 483—Meets Mondays, 112 Valencia. 


Cemetery Workers—Meets Ist and 3rd Wednesdays, 
Labor Temple. 

Cigarmakers—Meets lst and 3rd Thursdays, 143 
Albion, 

Chauffeurs—Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 112 
Valencia. 

Cleaners, Dyers and Pressers No. 17960—Office, 
710 Grant Building. 

Commercial Telegraphers—420 Clunie Building. 

Capmakers Ne. 9—D. Feldman, 725 Grove, San 
Francisco. 

Cooks No. 44—Meets Ist Thursday, 2:30 p. m.; 
3rd Thursday at 8:30 p. m., 1164 Market. 

Coopers No. 65—Meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 
Labor Temple. 
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Labor 


Workers No. 377— 


Cracker Bakers No. 
bor Temple. 


Cracker Packers’ Auxillary—Meets Ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 


Dredgemen 45-C—268 Market. 


Elevator Constructors No. &—Meets Ist and 3rd 
Fridays, 200 Guerrero. 


Electrical Workers No. 151—Meets 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, 112 Valencia. 


Electrical Workers No. 6—Meets Ist and 3rd 
Wednesdays, 200 Guerrero. 


Electrical Workers No. 537, Cable Splicers. 
Egs Inspectors—Meets 2nd Wednesday, 
Temple. 


125—Meets 3rd Monday, La- 


Labor 


Federal Employees Ne. {!—Office, 746 Pacific 
Building. Meets Ist Tuesday, 414 Mason. 


Federation of Teachers No. 6!—Meets 2nd Mon- 
day, Room 227, City Hall. 


Federation of Administrators—Kathryn Sproul, 
Sec., Horace Mann Junior High School. 

Ferryboatmen’s Union—Ferry Building. 

Firemen and Ollers, Local No. 86—Meets Ist 
Tuesday, Labor Temple. 

Garage Employees—Meets 2nd Tuesdays, Labor 
Temple. 

Garment Cutters No. 45—Meets 2nd and 4th Fri- 
days, Labor Temple. 

Garment Workers No. 13i—Meets Ist Thursday at 
5:15 p. m.; 3rd Thursday, 8 p. m., Labor 
Temple. 

Glove Workers— 

Grocery Clerks—Meets 1st Thursday, Labor Tem- 
Dle. Pi 
Hatters No. 23—Sec., Jonas Grace, 178 Flood 

Avenue. 


Hoisting Engineers No. 59—Meets Mondays, at 200 
Guerrero. 

lee Drivers—Sec., V. Hummel, 3532 Anza. Meets 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 

Janitors No. 9—Meets Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Labor Temple. 

Laundry Drivers—Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 
Labor Temple. 

Laundry Workers No. 26—Meets Ist and 3rd Mon- 
days, Labor Temple. 

Letter Carriers—Sec., Thomas P. Tierney, 6358 
Castro. Meets Ist Saturday, 414 Mason. 


Lithographers Ne. 17—Meets 2nd and 4th Thurs- 
days, 273 Golden Gate Avenue. 


Machinists No. 
Temple. 


Mallers No. 18—Meets 3rd Sunday, Labor Temple. 
Sec., A. F. O'Neil, 771 17th Avenue. 


Marine Engineers Beneficial Assn.—Room K, 
Ferry Building. 


68—Meet Wednesdays, Labor 


Material Teamsters No. 216—Meets Wednesdays, 
200 Guerrero. 


Masters, Mates and Pilots No. 40—Geo. M. 
Fouratt, Room 21, Ferry Building. 


Masters, Mates and Pilots No. 89—Bulkhead No. 7. 


Metal Polishers—Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 
Labor Temple. 


Milk Wagon Drivers—Meets ist and 3rd Wednes- 
days, Labor Temple. 

Miscellaneous Employees No. 110—Meets 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays, 131 Eighth. 

Molders Ne. 164—Meets Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 

Molders’ Auxillary—Meets 1st Friday. 

Motion Picture Projectionists—Meets 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, 230 Jones. 

Munlcipal Cribbers No. 534—200 Guerrero. 


Musicians No. 6—Meets 2nd Thursday; Executive 
Board, Tuesday, 230 Jones. 

OMice Employees—Mcet 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 
Labor Temple. 

Ornamental Plasterers No. 460—Meets 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays, 200 Guerrero. 


Painters Ne. 19—Meets Mondays, 200 Guerrero. 


Patternmakers—Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays, La- 
bor Temple. 


Paste Makers No. 10567—Meets last Saturday of 
month, 441 Broadway. 


Photo Engravers—Meets Ist Friday, 150 Golden 
Gate Avenue. 


Plumbers No. 442—200 Guerrero. 


Post Office Clerks—Meets 4th Thursday, Labor 
Temple. 


Printing Pressmen—Office, 630 Sacramento. Meets 
2nd Monday, Labor Temple. 

Professional Embalmers—Sec., Geo. Monahan, 765 
Page. 

Retall Dyers and Cleaners Ne. 18182—Meets 2nd 


and 4th Tuesdays,Labor Temple. Doe Davis, 
Sec., 862 Third. 


Retall Shoe and Textile Salesmen No. 410—Meets 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 273 Golden Gate Avenue. 


Retall Delivery Drivers—Meets 
Thursdays, Labor Temple. 
Sailors Union of the Pacific—Meets Mondays, 59 

Clay. 
Sailmakers—Sec., Horace Kelly, 2558 29th Ave- 
hue. Meets Ist Thursday, Labor Temple. 


Stationary Engineers No. 64—Meets Ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, 200 Guerrero. 


Steam Fitters No. 590—Meets 1st and 3rd Wednes- 
days, Labor Temple. 


Steam Shovel Men No. 45—Meets Ist Saturday, 
268 Market. 


Stereotypers and Electrotypers—Meets 3rd Sunday, 
Labor Temple. 


Stove Mounters No. 6{—Sec., Manuel De Salles, 
R. F. D. 7, Niles, Calif. 


Steve Mounters No. 62—J. J. Kerlin, 1534 29th 
Avenue, Oakland, Calif. 


Street Carmen, Division 518—Meets 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, Labor Temple. 


Tailors No. 80—Office, Room 411, 163 Sutter. 

Teamsters No. 85—Meets Thursdays, 536 Bryant. 

Technical Engineers No. {1—John Coghlan, 10 
Lennox Way. Meets Ist Wednesday. 


Theatrical Stage Employees—Meets Ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, 230 Jones. 


Theatrical Wardrobe Attendants—Sec., Norah Al- 
den, 288 Ninth. 


Trackmen—Meets 4th Tuesday, Labor Temple. 


Trade Union Promotional League (Label Section) 
—Meets Ist and 3rd Wednesdays, Labor Tem- 
ple. MArket 7560. 


Tunnel and Aqueduct Workers—P. 0. Bor 934, 
Livermore, Calif. 


Typographical No. 2!—Office, 16 First. Meets 3rd 
Sunday, Labor Temple. 

United Laborers No. |—Meets Tuesdays, 200 Guer- 
Tero. 

Upholsterers No. 28—Meets 2nd and 4th Tues- 
days, Labor Temple. 

Watchmen No. 15639—Sec., E. Counihan, 106 
Bosworth. 

Walters No. 30—Meets Ist and 3rd Wednesdays, 
9 p. m.; all other Wednesdays, 3 p. m., 1256 
Market. 

Waitresses No. 48—Meets 2nd Wednesday, 8 p. m.; 
4th Wednesday, 3 p. m., 1171 Market. 

Water Workers—Sec., Thomas Dowd, 214 27th. 
Meets Ist and 3rd Mondays, Labor Temple. 

Web Pressmen—Meets 4th Sunday, Labor Temple. 


2nd and 4th 
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